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Office: 575-528-5197 


Department of Health Reports More than 900 Overdoses Reversed in 2014 

(Santa Fe) - The New Mexico Department of Health announced today that more= 
than 900 opioid overdose reversals were reported in 2014 due to the use of= 
the drug naloxone. That's almost a 29 percent increase in reversals from 2= 
013. The Department of Health has been working with various partners and ag= 
encies to increase access and availability of naloxone in New Mexico as par= 
t of a multi-pronged approach to reduce overdose deaths in New Mexico. 

"Overdose deaths impact just about every family in New Mexico in one way or= 
another. Addiction is a complex public health issue that requires the coll= 
aborative efforts of many agencies, stakeholders, and individuals," said De= 
partment of Health Cabinet Secretary Retta Ward, MPH. "The Department of He= 
alth is involved in a number of collaborative efforts to train law enforcem= 
ent and family members on how to administer naloxone." 

The Department of Health has worked with the Santa Fe Sheriff's Department = 
and District 7 of the New Mexico State Police to train their officers to ca= 
rry and administer naloxone if they are the first responders to a possible = 
drug overdose. District 7 includes Taos, Rio Arriba, and parts of Santa Fe= 



and Colfax counties. The Department of Public Safety hopes to expand its t= 
raining to officers in other districts, and efforts are underway to work wi= 
th additional police and sheriff's departments to distribute naloxone to th= 
eir officers. 

Here are some other numbers about naloxone efforts in New Mexico in 2014: 

* The Department of Health trained and enrolled about 1,700 new peop= 
le in the use of naloxone kits. 

* The Department of Health distributed 5,874 doses of naloxone in 20= 
14, a 55 percent increase from 2013. 

* Pharmacists are now allowed to prescribe naloxone. 

* New Mexico pharmacies are beginning to stock naloxone. About 10 p= 
ercent of pharmacies have dispensed naloxone kits and 166 kits have been di= 
spensed via Medicaid 

Even with the success of more than 900 opioid drug reversals in 2014, New M= 
exico's drug overdose death rate increased last year. In 2014, 536 New Mexi= 
co residents died of an overdose - compared to 449 in 2013. That's a 20 pe= 
rcent increase in the death rate from 2013. In 2013, the death rate was 21.= 
8 per 100,000 compared to 26.4 in 2014. The increase comes after two consec= 
utive years of decreases in overdose deaths rates in New Mexico. The drug o= 
verdose death rate fell 16 percent from 2011 to 2013. 

Overdose deaths often involve more than one type of drug. Prescription opio= 
ids accounted for about 51 percent of the drug overdose deaths in 2014. 

The Department of Health and the Board of Pharmacy have been ramping up eff= 
orts to more closely monitor prescribing in an effort to reduce the risk of= 
addiction. The Prescription Monitoring Program (PMP) allows prescribers an= 
d pharmacists to check the prescription history of their patients. Licensi= 
ng boards require that health care providers who prescribe drugs such as op= 
ioids check the PMP for high risk patients. Training is also provided on sa= 
fe prescribing and PMP use. The Board of Pharmacy recently made a change re= 
quiring pharmacies provide prescribing data to the Prescription Monitoring = 
Program within one day instead of seven days. Any health care provider pres= 
cribing an opioid can also prescribe naloxone. 

* In 2014, there were 927,333 PMP reports requested by users, an inc= 
rease of more than 325,000 requests since 2013. 

* In 2014, prescribers checked the records 56 percent of patients re= 
ceiving an opioid prescription for three or more months in the PMP, an incr= 
ease of six percent from 2013. 

* In 2014, pharmacists checked the records of 49 percent of patients= 
receiving an opioid prescription for three or month months in the PMP, an = 

increase of five percent from 2013. 

"The Department of Health and its partners have been working hard to make p= 
olicy changes and build infrastructure to help reduce drug overdose deaths.= 
Now we need the help of providers and pharmacists to increase access to na= 
loxone. We also need to ensure prescribers are consistently using the presc= 
ription monitoring program," said Secretary Ward. 

New Mexico has been recognized as a leader in innovative policies addressin= 



g prescription drug overdose by being one of two states that has implemente 
d 10 out 10 promising policies according to the Trust for America's Health. 

For information on prescription opioid safety visit: http://nmhealth. 0 rg/a 
bout/erd/ibeb/pos/; for information on the DOH Harm Reduction Program visit 
: http://nmhealth.org/about/phd/idb/hrp/. 
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in 2014 due to the use of the drug naloxone. That&#8217;s almost a 29 perc= 
ent increase in reversals from 2013. The Department of Health has been work= 
ing with various partners and agencies to increase access and availability = 
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that requires the collaborative efforts of many agencies, stakeholders, an= 
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d, MPH. &#8220;The Department of Health is involved in a number of collabor= 
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and administer naloxone if they are the first responders to a possible dru= 
g overdose.&nbsp; District 7 includes Taos, Rio Arriba, and parts of Santa = 
Fe and Colfax counties. The Department of Public Safety hopes to expand its= 
training to officers in other districts, 
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The increase comes after two consecutive years of decreases in overdose de= 
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prescribe drugs such as opioids check 

the PMP for high risk patients. Training is also provided on safe prescrib= 



ing and PMP use. The Board of Pharmacy recently made a change requiring pha= 
rmacies provide prescribing data to the Prescription Monitoring Program wit= 
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8F2vYoF5Ms4DVchm7cY29VTCUtW0FwJQSMqUVF03ArQ7FPgVmQQigEs+hnkNmEdJBR/ZIAtb6SII 
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PgBUKrZSwZWYYzkB0uP9ixWirpOvtzcOsq9PKEQBzx+aWXj HQ8XB5+S46G+QillPVlfTbMmn0XOX 
qHlDM3119gYyHEBUbNG5Mxcgrw9ASZpCVgmAFTJBPkIXyVGparDPBEQhysnzJqj 39zHlbpAvl8tF 
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